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We’ve all made it to the end of what has 

been an extremely hot week! We would like 

to say big thank you for all of the positive 

messages we have revieved regarding our 

arrangements for the extreme heat we 

have experienced this week. The children 

have made us all very proud with their 

sensible and safe attitude. Well done 

everyone!  

It looks as though we are due 

some well deserved rain over 

the weekend, so we hopefully 

have a slightly cooler week 

ahead of us.  

 

We have loved hearing how the children 

are getting on with their individual and 

family competition entries. We can’t wait to 

see their projects displayed at the STEM 

Festival on Friday the 10th of July. 

Don’t forget to enter for your chance to win: 

- Family tickets to the Winchester 

Science museum (families 

competition)  

- A Science Experiment Bundle 

(Children’s competition) 

There will be winners and prizes for each 

school. 

We can’t wait to see what you create!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Balksbury Federation 

Across the Playground 
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. Preparations are well underway for our 

STEM Festival on Friday 10th July. We 

can’t wait to welcome you on site for a 

celebration of the children’s learning from 

STEM Week!  

There will also be a display of our children’s 

and families competition entries – we want 

our display to be even bigger and better 

than last year, so get creating!  

Just as in previous years, there will be fun 

for all the family and you can expect:  

• Chances to win on our PTA 

Summer Raffle, The Human Slot 

Machine and STEM Hamper 

• The opportunity to try out some of 

the amazing technology the 

federation has, including our VR 

Headsets  

• The ever popular slime lab, 

construction corner and the chance 

to experiment with circuits 

• Green Screens, Bee Bots and so 

much more 

• Aerobility will be back, this time 

with their amazing Groblin 

Aeroplane for children to explore  

• New for this year, the chance to win 

a £10 Amazon voucher in our 

great paper aeroplane 

competition! 

There will be delicious pizza, candy floss 

and ice creams on offer for a tasty treat.  

Keep your eyes peeled for collection 

arrangement forms coming home with 

children soon. 

We can’t wait to see you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There has been a buzz around the 

federation as children get excited to shine 

in our Balksbury’s Got Talent auditions next 

week.  

If your child would like to enter, they need 

to bring any costume 

or props to school on 

their audition date. 

The audition days are 

as follows: 

Monday 29th June – 

Year R and Year 5 

Tuesday 30th June – Year 1 and Year 6 

Wednesday 1st June – Year 2  

Thursday 2nd June – Year 3 

Friday 3rd June – Year 4 

A reminder that Balksbury’s Got Talent is 

an in school event. We will be sure to take 

pictures to share in Across the Playground. 

 

The children have been working hard in 

their swimming lessons this year and can’t 

wait to show off their skills in their 

swimming galas next week.  

Everything you need to know regarding the 

swimming galas can be found by clicking 

the link below and accessing the swimming 

gala information document for families.  

We cant wait to see you there.  

Letters - Balksbury Federation Infant and 

Junior Schools  
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Year 1 
 

In Science this half term, the children 

have been learning all about lifecycles. 

The children started their learning 

journey by studying the different stages 

of a humans lifecycle, then compared it 

to a frog’s lifecycle.  

The children then got to see a life-cycle 

take place in front of their eyes, whilst 

caring for and observing caterpillars for 

three weeks. They have loved watching 

them grow from tiny caterpillars, into 

pupas and finally into beautiful 

butterflies!    

 

Year 2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classroom News 

Across the Playground 

In History this half term, the children are learning all about 

moon landings. To kickstart this topic, we were visited by 

OpenBox Theatre Company who helped us to explore 

what it would have been like on the 1969 Apollo 11 

Mission. The children thoroughly enjoyed trying on 

astronaut helmets and lying down to blast off into space!   

In English the space theme has continued and the children 

have loved reading the story ‘The skies above my eyes’. 

The children then took inspiration from the text to write a 

section of a narrative based on Tim Peakes journey in 

space. The children blew us away with their wonderful 

writing. 
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This term, Year 4 have been exploring 

Manaus in the Amazon Basin! The 

children have explored the physical 

features of the city through using 

atlases, pictures, videos and especially 

loved zooming in on Google Earth. In art, 

the children have been experimenting 

with water colour paint. They have 

practised different painting techniques 

and explored vocabulary such as 

saturation and value.  In English, the 

children have loved reading our 

Shakespeare play and we been busy 

writing our diary entry as Hamlet about 

our simply DREADFUL day!  

 

Year 4 
 

Year 5 have made a fantastic start to the final half term.  

In Music, Year 5 are thoroughly enjoying learning the 

traditional African song Shosholoza. It has been 

wonderful to see their enthusiasm as they explore 

rhythm and cultural context through this powerful piece. 

In History, their  new learning journey focuses on the 

fascinating world of the Maya civilisation. Year 5 have 

loved discovering how the Maya lived, their 

achievements, and the lasting impact of this incredible 

ancient society. 

In Science, the children have been exploring reversible 

and irreversible changes. The children have carried out 

investigations to observe how some materials dissolve 

in liquids to form solutions, while others create mixtures. 

They then examined different methods of separating 

these mixtures, including filtering, sieving and 

evaporation. 

 

Year 5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classroom News 

Across the Playground 
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Year R  

Year 3  

Year 6  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Corner  

 

Writing Narratives 

Across the Federation 

In our learning journeys for Writing, children 

are immersed into a text or book to create a 

shared enjoyment and enthusiasm for writing.  

Narrative writing can take many forms such 

as: fairy tales, short stories, modern classics, 

memoirs, character and setting descriptions. 

Here are a selection of extracts from narrative 

writings across the federation and the books 

that have inspired them. 

Year 1  

Year 2  

Year 4  

Year 5  

Writing 
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You can also place pjamas in a 

ziplock bag in the freezer to make 

tem nice and cool before bedtime.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Children’s Health 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keeping Cool  

Tips and Tricks 

With this summer already proving to be a real scorcher, here are some tips and tricks to 

keep yourselves and the kids cool. 
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Focus Bookshelves 

I may not be there yet… 

At Balksbury Federation are always learning 

and growing together. We know that mistakes 

are part of learning and it’s ok to take time to 

master a new skill.   

We have lots of books in our federated 

libraries which have the theme of 

perseverance. One of our federated values. 

Why don’t you try one at your next library 

visit? 

Recommended Reads 

Year R 

This week our recommended reads come 

from Year 1 where the children say: 

‘I think people would like this story because 

the pictures on the front are so beautiful and 

lovely.’ 

‘I know that everyone likes dinosaurs, so this 

would be a good one. My favourite dinosaur 

is a T-Rex!’ 
Author Spotlight 

Tony Ross is an author and an illustrator. 

He has drawn the pictures for more than 

800 books including the Horrid Henry 

series. He has also written and illustrated 

the Little Princess series. Tony Ross grew 

up in London and his father was a magician. 

Before he became a full-time illustrator and 

author, Tony Ross worked as a graphic 

designer and taught art.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Reading Corner 

 

Why did the scarecrow become a 

successful author? 

Because he was outstanding in his 

field!  
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What are the changes? 

  

ESafety 

 The social media ban and new online safety 

measures – what do I need to know? 

Social Media 
Restrictions on access to major  
social media platforms for under 16s. 
 
Likely to involve TikTok, Instagram, Snapchat, 
X, Facebook and YouTube (not YouTube 
Kids). 

           
 

           

Communicating with strangers 
Restrictions across relevant online services, 
including gaming platforms, on features that 
allow under 16s to communicate with 
strangers. 
 

  

Livestreaming 
Under 16s will not be able to create  
or host livestreams. 

 

AI chatbots 
Romantic and adult AI chatbots will  
be banned for under 18s. 
 
All AI tools with similar tools must also be 
switched off for anyone under 18. 

 
Platform design 

To support children’s wellbeing online, the 
Government is considering measures such as: 

• Overnight curfews 

• Breaks in infinite scrolling 

• Other design changes 

          
 

Age verification 
Platforms will need to introduce robust checks 
for the age of the user. 
 
Children entering their date of birth will no 
longer be enough. 
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When will the changes 
happen? 

 
The Government has said that the 
legislation is expected to be 
introduced to Parliament before 
Christmas 2026.  If they are approved, then the 
new rules will come into force in Spring 2027. 

 

What don’t we know? 

 
The Government have said that in 
July, they will share more 
information about: 

• How platforms and apps will 
check children’s ages in reality 

• How the rules will be enforced day to day 

• Which platforms, apps and services will be 
included 

• What happens with the existing accounts – 
will they be shut down? 

 
 

     What can I do?  
 
❖ Review the safety settings on the apps and 

devices they are already using 

❖ Talk to them about what they are already 
doing online: 

• What are platforms/apps are they 
using? 

• What have they seen online? 

• Have they seen anything that has made 
them feel upset, scared or 
uncomfortable? 

❖ Talk to them about what to do if they see or 
hear online something that upsets them  

❖ Teach them how to block and report content 
or a user 

❖ Help them build the skills they need to be 
online confidently and safely 

 

 

 

 

         

 

Helpful resources 
If your child is not yet using social media 

• First phone advice 

• ABC online safety checklist 

• Family agreement template 

• Social media checklist 

If your child already uses social media 

• Social media advice hub 

• Platform safety settings 

• Screen time advice 

If your child uses messaging apps 

• WhatsApp safety guide for parents 

• Discord parental controls guide 

• Social networking and messaging 
apps guide 

If your child watches or creates livestreams 

• Parents’ guide to livestreaming and 
vlogging 

• 10 tips for keeping children safe 
when livestreaming 

If your child uses AI chatbots or tools 

• AI chatbots and companions — a 
parents’ guide 

• How to use AI safely with your child 

 

 

       Remember… 

Online safety is not just about social 
media. 

It also includes:  

• gaming platforms 

• messaging apps 

• video sharing sites 

• livestreaming platforms 

• AI powered services 

MOST OF THESE WILL NOT BE COVERED 
BY THE BAN 
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The PTA are absolutely AMAZING 
and we are so very grateful for all their 
selfless hard work!! 
 
Thank you so very much for getting the 
fans for the classrooms. It is a much 
welcomed relief knowing the children 
will finally have a fan in the classroom 
and we will be forever grateful! 
 
Whether it’s freezing cold, pouring 
with rain or a sweltering heatwave, 
they continually work hard in order to 
raise funds for the school and our 
children. They are silent heroes at 
Balksbury. 
 
It may not always be talked about, but 
your hard work and dedication does 
not go unnoticed. 

 
Thank you for everything! 

 

 

 

 
 
The House with the most points across the 
Federation to date is: Walbury. 
 

 

The class with the most tokens in the Infant 

School to date is: Skipper Class. 

 

 

The class with the most tokens in the Junior 

School to date is: Ash Class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PTA Message 

 

House Points and Tokens 

 

. 

.To 

.To 

mailto:adminoffice@balksbury-inf.hants.sch.uk
mailto:adminoffice@balksbury-jun.hants.sch.uk
https://www.balksburyfederation.co.uk/contact-us/


 
 

01264 352801 adminoffice@balksbury-inf.hants.sch.uk 
01264 365642 adminoffice@balksbury-jun.hants.sch.uk 

 

For feedback, compliments and comments, visit 
our Contact Us page on our website or email one 
of the admin offices. 

https://www.balksburyfederation.co.uk/contact-us/ 

Shout out to Leighton for an amazing achievement.. 
Leighton currently swims for Andover Swimming and 
Water Polo Club. A competition on Saturday 6/6/26 saw 
him collect the gold medal in the 50m Freestyle.  
Not only did he win the competition, his official Swim 
England recorded time now shows him officially ranked 1 
in the 10 and under age group.  
Leighton is officially the fastest freestyle swimmer in 
Hampshire for the age group 10 and Under. He is due to 
race again to then represent the county at 
competition. Congratratulations Leighton! 
 

We would like to say a massive well done to Jessica 
and Charlotte for completing the Cancer Research 
Pretty Muddy Kids 5k course on Sunday 24th May. 
They completed the course in very hot weather 
including lots of very muddy obstacles! 
 
 
 

Both Maddie and Sammy were very excited to join 
the community litter pick. They were very happy that 
they were helping to keep their neighbourhood clean. 
Well done Maddie and Sammy, what a lovely thing to 

do.  

Congratulations to Mikel who has earned his black 

belt in Korean kickboxing. Mikel has been training 

since he was in year one. What a wonderful 

achievement! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Achievements from Outside of 

School 
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June 2026 

Monday 29th June – Friday 3rd July 2026 Swim Gala Week  

July 2026 

Wednesday 1st July 2026 
Year 5 Taster Day at John Hanson 9:00am – 
12:00pm 

Wednesday 1st July 2026 Year 2 Production (2:00pm) 

Thursday 2nd July 2026 Year 2 Production (2:00pm) 

Friday 3rd July 2026 Year 2 Country Dancing Festival  

Monday 6th – Friday 10th July 2026 STEM Week  

Tuesday 7th July 2026 
Change Up Morning and Butterflies Transition - 
Session 3  

Friday 10th July 2026 STEM Festival 2:00pm – 4:00pm 

Monday 13th July 2026 Balksbury’s Got Talent Final 

Monday 13th July 2026 Children’s School Reports Come Home 

Monday 13th July 2026 Year 6 Production 6:00pm  

Tuesday 14th July 2026 Year 6 Production 6:00pm 

Tuesday 14th July 2026 Year 2 Fun Day  

Wednesday 15th July 2026 Year 6 Fun Day  

Wednesday 15th July 2026 Year 2 Graduation at 1:45pm 

Thursday 16th July 2026 
Year 6 Graduation at the Lights 9:00am – 
12:00pm  

Friday 17th July 2026 Disco Fun Day  

Monday 20th July 2026 Year 6 Leavers Ceremony 9:15am  

Monday 20th July 2026 Children’s Last Day of Summer Term 

Tuesday 21st July 2026 INSET Day 

Wednesday 22nd July 2026 INSET Day 

Diary Dates 
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September 2026 

Tuesday 1st September 2026 INSET Day 

Wednesday 2nd September First day back at school for all children 

February 2027 

Monday 22nd February 2027 INSET Day 

April 2027 

Friday 30th April 2027 INSET Day 

July 2027 

Tuesday 20th July 2027 INSET Day 

Wednesday 21st July 2027 INSET Day 
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